DUNSDEN COMMUNITY ORCHARD COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 2l May 2008 commencing 8pm 

Present: 

David Woodward, Nick Marks, Annabella Marks, Tim Coulson

1. Apologies for Absence

Sara Granshaw, Mandy Martin, John D’Souza, Barry Hatch

2. Orchard Up-Date

2.1 All but one of the planted trees is thriving. Around 10 to buy at a cost of c. £18 each from Bernwode: probably as follows Peacemaker, ‘Isaac Newton’, Decio, Milton Wonder, Hanwell Souring, Oxford Conquest, Malus Khirg., Meadfoot Wonder (Benson). NM proposed a visit to Bernwode on June 21 

Waterers and Mrs Phillimore expected September to be ordered from Brogdale by TC.

Additional planting costs: one roll fence and a few posts

2.2 DW/SG have yet to discuss with E&DPC and Phil Dyer orchard drainage options and obtain an estimate from him if he is going to charge for it. 

2.3 The grass is also growing rapidly and needs to be be mowed regularly.
DW to approach BH about use of his ride-on mower. Impoverishment of the soil by regular cutting will make it more suitable for wildflower planting in some years time.

2.4 Pipe for ditch at entrance gate will be installed by orchard members. Andrew Lewis has volunteered to do work and has access to digger. TC to arrange with AL. DW to ask Travis Perkins to donate pipe and liaise with NM/TC.
2.5 DW to arrange bramble removal by Peter Prickett and tree surgery with Neil Wilson of Playhatch.

2.6 Watering in dry spells: a rota would be drawn up

2. Financial

4.1 J.D’S had provided a statement showing current balance of £592.84. (A deficit of £417.16 when the SEAG loan is repaid). He recommends no further expenditure until more income is found.

4.2 A forecast budget had been prepared for presentation by DW to E&DPC and BHPC with grant applications to be made ASAP.

3. Funding
3.1 Beth Timms’ draft of fund-raising leaflet was approved with thanks, with minor amendments. Adopt-a-tree to cost £45. DW to prepare finished design, incorporating standing order tear off for processing by JD’S.

3.2 Grant Applications: 

(i) Co-Op:   sent off, nothing heard.

(ii) MM working on Groundwork application form to complete ASAP.

(iii) MM/DW to complete the Chilterns application form ASAP.  

(iv) DW to complete application to SODC ASAP

3.3 T&JC offered to adopt the Beauty of Bath; N&AM the mulberries

3.4 Membership scheme to launch in September latest

4. Publicity
Ongoing from last meeting:

4.1 BT offered to organise a quiz night in September 2008 to benefit Dunsden Community Orchard.

4.3 DW will make the necessary arrangements for a table at the Binfield Heath Flower Show: with apples, press cuttings, posters and NM: historical notes; 

4.4 Orchard to be publicised at the Ploughing Match in Sonning Eye and on 1 June Village Day at Binfield Heath playground.

4.5 The Committee will ensure that the Orchard is publicised at the Bonfire Night event at the Eye and Dunsden Village Hall.

5. Tenancy Agreement

5.1 Those present felt that a tenancy agreement should not be needed as the group was
       simply an informal one acting on behalf of the parish council. Raise with E&DPC

6. Other deferred items to progress outside meeting
6.1  Involvement of local schools: SG

6.2 Need for public liability scheme (DW to confirm with E&DPC insurers 
        – if necessary a policy costing under £100 was available).

6.3 Constitution

7. Key Dates
Saturday June 21


Visit to Bernwode Nursery, Bucks.

8pm, Monday 14 July
Meeting of planning group at the Shoulder of  Mutton, Playhatch. 


Review the progress of tasks to date and to make practical arrangements for publicity events/initiatives and further planting of the trees and boundary pruning.

1.00pm, Saturday 23 August
Binfield Heath Flower Show, Holmwood.





Meeting ended at 9.30pm

