DUNSDEN COMMUNITY ORCHARD GROUP

        Minutes of Meeting of Committee Members and Volunteers 

                Held on Tuesday 30th September 2008 Commencing 8pm 

Present: 

Sally Engbers, Andrew Lewis. Mandy Martin, David Woodward

1. Apologies for Absence

Nick Marks, Beth Timms, John D’Souza

2. Ploughing match, Sunday 5 October

There was agreement that the stall at the Flower Show had been a success. A number of tree sponsorships had resulted and awareness of the orchard created. 

Tickets for quiz night could be sold and membership/sponsorship promoted. DW had no apples to provide for tasting this time. AL offered DW to help set-up the gazebo/table at Bishopsland from 9.15. So far only Shirley Phillips had offered to man the stand. An appeal to be made for other volunteers, if not forthcoming then concentrate on quiz night.

3.Quiz night, Staurday 11 October
BT was away. Margaret Hatch would prepare tray bakes if requested by BT. Tim Coulson was co-ordinating the bar. Tickets believed to be in the Binfield Heath shop. DW to contact Beth to ask if she needed any other help, including making posters for allotment noticeboard and elsewhere. Mill at Sonning and French Horn had been offered raffle prizes, including a night’s stay with dinner. All to buy tickets and enjoy the evening at a bargain £7, including supper!

4. Financial

John D’Souza had provided accounts showing a balance of £648. and had commented that more signed up members were required to ensure steady stream of income in future years. Action: ALL16 tree sponsorship cheques have been received and others are promised. Labels to be ordered when 20 sign-ups achieved. Grant of £150 expected from Binfield Heath Parish.  MM to chase Chilterns for news of grant, following a recent site visit. Five polo shirts had been sold at cost and a further 5 would be ordered for sale at quiz night.

5. Working party/planting
The last working party had been enjoyable and had tidied up the orchard. Next tasks were ordering new/replacement trees and planting them (NM). Scrub clearance (MM to chase her neighbour) Installing a lockable gate from village hall, progressing the willow arch (DW to follow up SE’s contacts) and tree surgery on boundary (DW to pursue with E&DPC/Neil Wilson)

6. Key Dates
Ploughing match, 9.15am Sunday 5 October

Quiz Night, Saturday 11 October, 7pm

Committee meeting. Monday 17th November 2008, 8pm
· Meeting ended at 9.30pm.

